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To His Excellency E u g e n e  N. F oss, Governor.
Sir : — The Board of [Registration in Medicine respectfully 
submits the following as its eighteenth annual report for the 
year ending ISTov. 30, 1911.
F in a n c ia l  St a t e m e n t .
Appropriations.
Salaries of members of the Board, . . . $4,300 00
Incidental expenses of the Board, . . . 450 00
Clerical s e r v ic e , ...................................................  800 00
Contingent expenses, including printing of annual 
r e p o r t , ............................................................ 900 00
Expenditures.
Salaries of members of the Board, . . . $4,300 00
Incidental expenses of the Board, . . . 442 65
Clerical se rv ices ,...................................................  780 00
Contingent expenses, including printing, office 
supplies, postage, etc., . . . . .  667 10
Receipts.
$6,450 00
$6,189 75
288 examination fees received and paid into the
treasury of the Commonwealth,...............................$5,760 00
Since the establishment of the Board in 1894, the fees re­
ceived from applicants for registration, and paid into the treas­
ury of the •Commonwealth, make a total of $114,884. The 
expenditures of the Board make a total of $104,704.11.
The total amount received by the Commonwealth from the 
Board, since its organization, is $10,779.11 more than the total 
amount paid by the Commonwealth for the support of the 
Board.
A further analysis of the receipts and expenditures shows 
an annual average of receipts of $6,382.49, and an annual aver­
age of expenditures of $5,816.89.
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For the year ending Nov. 30, 1912, the Board recommends 
an appropriation of $4,300 for salaries, $450 for incidental 
expenses of the Board, $800 for clerical service, and $1,000 
for printing, postage, office supplies and contingent expenses, 
including printing of annual report; and a biennial list of 
physicians registered and licensed to practise in the Common­
wealth at the present time, at an estimated expense of $200.
The number of persons applying for registration this year 
is 288, all of whom have been examined except 2 graduates and 
1 nongraduate. Of the number applying, 265 are graduates 
from medical schools authorized to confer degrees in medicine, 
and 23 were nongraduates. The percentage of graduates reg­
istered on first examination is 76; of nongraduates, 18.
Of the graduates (263) applying and examined this year, 
221 have been registered, 200 by first examination, and 21 by 
re-examination; 42 are on the rejected list. Of the nongradu­
ates applying and examined this year, 6 have been registered, 
3 by first examination, and 3 by re-examination; 16 are on the 
rejected list.
The percentages occurring in each examination are shown by 
the following tabulations: —
G r a d u a t e s  a n d  N o n q r a d u a t e s . E xam ined . Registered. R ejected.
Percentage
rejected.
M arch e x a m in a t io n ,....................................... 64 42 22 34
M ay e x a m i n a t i o n , ....................................... 32 2 0 12 37
J u ly  e x a m i n a t i o n , ........................................ 147 94 53 36
S ep tem ber exam ination , 61 40 21 34
N ovem ber exam ination , . . . . 72 47 25 34
376 243 133 35
G r a d u a t e s . E xam ined. Registered. R ejected .
Percentage
rejected.
M arch e x a m in a t io n ,....................................... 53 40 13 24
M ay e x a m i n a t i o n , ....................................... 23 14 9 39
J u ly  exam ination , . 133 92 41 30
S ep tem ber exam ination , . 58 40 18 31
N ovem ber exam ination , . . . . 63 46 17 27
330 232 98 30
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N o n g r a d u a t e s . Examined. Registered. Rejected. Percentagerejected.
March examination, . . . . . 11 2 9 81
May e x a m in a tio n ,.................................. 9 6 3 33
July e x a m in a tio n ,.................................. 14 2 12 8 5
September examination............................ 3 - 3 100
November examination, . . . . 9 1 8 8 8
4 6 11 35 75
The following tabulation is based upon the results in the first 
examination of graduates during the year covered by this 
report: —
M e d ic a l  I n s t it u t io n s .
Y ear of G rad u a tio n  of
exam ined. registered. R ejected  A pplican ts.
H a r v a r d , ........................................................... 60 57 1910-11-11.
T u f t s , ..................................................................... 58 47 1910-10-10-10-11-11-11-11-
11-11-11.
M assachusetts College of O steopathy , 22 10 1909-09-11-11-11-11-11-11-
11-11-11-11.
P hysic ians an d  Surgeons, B oston, 18 6 1908-08-08-08-09-10-10-11-
11-11-11-11.
U n iv ers ity  of V erm on t...................................... 16 13 1892-94-1911.
B oston  U n iv e rs ity ............................................... 13 12 1911.
B altim ore M edical............................................... 9 7 1905-08.
F o r e i g n , ........................................................... 7 4 1876-1907-09.
P hysic ians and  Surgeons, M ary land , 6 5 1910.
A m erican School of O steopathy , 5 2 1911-11-11.
M ary land  M e d i c a l , ........................................ 4 2 1906-10.
M edical School of M aine, . . . . 4 3 1911.
L a v a l , ..................................................................... 4 - 1904-11-11-H.
P hysic ians a n d  Surgeons, N ew  Y ork , 4 4
C o r n e l l , ........................................................... 4 4
A lbany  M e d i c a l , ........................................ 4 3 1908.
D a r t m o u t h , .................................................. 4 4
U n iv ers ity  of P ennsy lvan ia , 4 4
W om an’s M edical College, P ennsy lvan ia , . 3 3
U n iv e rs ity  of M ary land , . . . . 3 1 1909-10.
Y ale M edical School........................................... 3 3
N ew  Y o rk  U n iv ers ity , . . . . 2 1 1900.
U n iv e rs ity  College of M edicine a n d  S ur- 2 - 1907-07.
gery, V irginia.
U n iv e rs ity  of K en tu c k y , . . . . 2 - 1904-04.
M c G i l l , ............................................................ 1 1
Jo h n s  H o p k in s ...................................................... 1 1
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M edical I n stitution s. Numberexamined.
Number
registered.
Year of Graduation of 
Rejected Applicants.
Georgetown University, . . . . 1 1
Howard U n iv ersity ,.................................. 1 1
Baltimore University, . . . . 1 - 1906.
University of Michigan, . . . . 1 1
University of North Carolina, . 1 1
Long Island College Hospital, . 1 1
American Medical Missionary College, 1 1
University of the South.............................. 1 - 1908.
George Washington University, 1 1
University and Bellevue Hospital 1 1
Medical College of Virginia, 1 1
Tabulation stowing number of first examinations and average 
ratings of graduates from medical schools represented by not 
less than three applicants: —
M edical I nstitu tio n s . Numberexamined.
Average
Rating.
H a r v a r d , .................................................................................... 60 78.1
T u f t s , .................................................................................... 58 76.0
Massachusetts College of O s te o p a th y , .................................. 22 70.8
Physicians and Surgeons, B o s to n , .......................................... 18 70.2
University of Vermont, . .......................................... 16 74.2
Boston U n iv e r s i ty ,................................................................... 13 76.6
Baltimore Medical......................................................................... 9 73.0
F o r e i g n , .................................................................................... 7 67.4
Physicians and Surgeons, M a r y l a n d , ................................. 6 75.0
American School of O s te o p a th y , .......................................... 5 72.0
Maryland M e d ic a l , ................................................................... 4 72.4
Medical School of M a in e ,........................................................... 4 75.0
L a v a l , .................................................................................... 4 63.3
Physicians and Surgeons, New Y o r k , .................................. 4 81.2
Cornell............................................................................................ 4 81.5
Albany M e d i c a l , ................................................................... 4 76.0
D a r t m o u t h , ........................................................................... 4 80.0
University of P e n n sy lv a n ia ,.................................................. 4 80.0
Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania................................ 3 78.9
University of Maryland............................................................... 3 72.0
Yale................................................................................................ 3 77.0
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Applications for registration must be made on blanks fur­
nished by the Board, and filed with the required fee of $20 
not later than five days before the date of examination. On 
receipt of an application, an examination ticket of admission 
is issued to the applicant, showing his examination number and 
the date and ¡:>laee of the examination. No one is admitted to 
any examination except by an admission ticket bearing date of 
the examination. Tickets are issued to rejected applicants en­
titled to a re-examination when applied for not later than 
Thursday of the week next preceding date of examination.
Three examinations yearly are provided for by law, begin­
ning respectively on the second Tuesday in March, July and 
November. Special meetings for conducting examinations may 
be held beginning on the second Tuesday in May and in 
September.
The time devoted to each examination is three days. The 
examinations are conducted in the English language only, and 
are intended to cover substantially the instruction given in the 
high-grade medical schools in this country. The subjects on 
which the examinations are principally conducted are anatomy 
and histology, physiology and hygiene, pathology and bacteri­
ology, surgery, obstetrics and gynecology, diagnosis and thera­
peutics, and pediatrics and toxicology.
The law requires that the “ examinations shall be wholly or 
in part in writing.” It should be noticed that this requirement 
does not preclude oral examinations in part, nor in part practi­
cal work in the laboratory, or other demonstrations of a practical 
character.
Applicants who are able to furnish satisfactory evidence of 
having conducted a reputable practice for fifteen years or more 
are frequently admitted to an examination largely oral.
The sole object of a medical practice act in this, or in any 
other State, is the protection of the public against unsafe 
practitioners. Such laws do not specially benefit the individual 
members of the profession. The amount of protection derived 
by the public depends in a large degree upon the terms of the 
law outlining the duties of the board having it in hand to 
administer.
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In this State the law is exceptionally weak in some of its 
provisions. In several of the more recent annual reports of 
the Board, the defects in the law have been fully discussed, and 
amendatory legislation recommended.
In all of the States, territories, and dependencies of the 
United States, except in Massachusetts, Mississippi, Tennesee 
and Oregon, the examination of applicants for registration is 
limited by law to graduates of reputable schools of medicine. 
In the opinion of the Board,, such limitation is of very great 
importance if the public desires to safeguard itself against poorly 
educated practitioners who may occasionally succeed in passing 
any examining board in the country, whose examinations are 
constituted the sole test of one’s fitness to practice medicine.
State Board examinations are necessarily limited to two or 
three days in the class room, consisting largely of written work. 
It is clearly possible for persons with little real medical knowl­
edge, who have not pursued even a partial course of study in 
a reputable medical school, who have had no clinical instruc­
tion, who know nothing of laboratory demonstrations, and who 
have had no practical hospital experience, to succeed in ful­
filling the requirements of the Massachusetts law, by aid of 
careful coaching.
It is well known to the profession, if not to the public, that 
there are a considerable number of so-called medical schools in 
the country whose only aim is to prepare applicants to pass 
State board examinations, by the process known as cramming. 
Such institutions are rightly known as “ diploma mills.” and 
yet they have the authority granted by the States in which they 
are located to issue diplomas of graduation conferring the de­
gree of M.D.
If Massachusetts covets the reputation of aiming to uphold 
high standards in its medical schools and in the medical pro­
fession, and to thoroughly protect the general public against in­
adequately educated practitioners and the evils of charlatanry, 
the laws of the Commonwealth relating to the practice of medi­
cine should enable the Board of Registration in Medicine to 
conduct its examinations on lines authorized by the medical 
practice acts in force in nearly all of the other States.
After careful consideration of the defects in the Massa-
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chusetts medical act, the Board makes recommendations for 
amendatory legislation, as follows: —
In section 3 of chapter 76 of the Revised Laws, strike out 
all of the text following the word applicants in the third line, 
as far as and including the word secretary in the tenth line, 
and insert the following: -—•
Applicants for registration under this act who shall furnish the 
board with satisfactory proof that they are twenty-one years of age 
or over and of good moral character, and that they have received the 
degree of doctor of medicine, or its equivalent, from an incorporated 
medical school considered reputable by the board, shall, upon the pay­
ment of a fee of twenty dollars, be examined, and if found qualified 
by four or more members, shall be registered as qualified physicians, 
and shall be entitled to certificates in testimony thereof signed by the 
chairman and secretary.
The board shall have authority under this act to investigate at any 
time the several incorporated medical schools in this commonwealth, 
for the purpose of determining their reputableness as shown by their 
general equipment, by the character, the methods, and the extent of 
instruction given therein, and the amount of preliminary education 
actually required of students admitted to matriculation.
In the place of section 4 of the said act of the Revised Laws, 
which was repealed by section 1 of chapter 505 of the Acts of 
1902, insert a new section, reading substantially as follows: —
Section 4. The word medicine, as used in this act, shall be regarded 
as referring to that branch of science which relates to the prevention, 
cure, or alleviation of the diseases of the human body, and not in any 
case to a remedial substance, or agent. Persons shall be considered, 
irrespective of methods of practice, as practising medicine within the 
meaning of this act, who shall assume or offer to assume the respon­
sibility of determining the nature of diseases, deformities, injuries, or 
conditions, of the human body, having in view the treatment of the 
same for the purpose of cure, alleviation, or modification.
In place of section 7 of the said act of tbe Revised Laws, in­
sert the following: -—•
Section 7. Examinations shall be in part practical and in part 
written in the English language, and shall be of a scientific and prac­
tical character. They shall include the subjects of anatomy and 
histology, surgery, physiology and hygiene, pathology and bacteriology,
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obstetrics and gynecology, diagnosis and therapeutics, pediatrics and 
toxicology, and such other subjects as the board may require. They 
shall be sufficiently thorough to test an applicant’s fitness to practise 
medicine.
In place of section 9 of the said act of the Revised Laws, 
insert a new section, as follows: —
Section 9. The provisions of the preceding sections of this act shall 
not be held to discriminate against any particular school or system 
of medicine; nor to prohibit medical service in a case of emergency; 
nor to prohibit domestic service or the domestic administration of 
family remedies; nor to prohibit a physician residing in a border town 
in another state and legally qualified to practise therein, from con­
ducting practice in the adjoining border towns in this commonwealth, 
if such physician does not open an office or designate a place in such 
town or towns in this commonwealth where he may meet patients or 
receive calls; nor to prohibit a physician authorized to practise medi­
cine in another state, from answering calls as the family physician to 
attend a person temporarily abiding in this commonwealth.
So that the entire act relating to the practice of medicine in 
this Commonwealth, if amended as herein recommended, will 
read substantially as follows: —
Section 1. There shall be a board of registration in medicine con­
sisting of seven persons, residents of this commonwealth, who shall be 
graduates of a legally chartered medical college or university having 
the power to confer degrees in medicine, and who shall have been for 
ten years actively employed in the practise of their profession. No 
member of said board shall belong to the faculty of any medical col­
lege or university, and no more than three members thereof shall at one 
time be members of any one chartered state medical society. One 
member thereof shall annually in June be appointed by the governor, 
with the advice and consent of the council, for a term of seven years 
from the first day of July following.
Section  2. Said board shall hold regular meetings on the second 
Tuesday of March, July and November in each year, and additional 
meetings at such times and places as it may determine. At the regular 
meeting in July, it shall organize by the choice of a chairman and a 
secretary who shall hold their offices for the term of one year. The 
secretary shall give a bond to the treasurer and receiver general in the 
penal sum of five thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties to be ap­
proved by the governor and council, for the faithful performance of 
his official duties.
S ectio n  3. A pplications fo r registration  shall be made upon blanks
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to be furnished by the board, and shall be signed and sworn to by the 
applicant. Applicants for registration under this act who shall fur­
nish the board with satisfactory proof that they are twenty-one years 
of age or over and of good moral character, and that they have re­
ceived the degree of doctor of medicine, or its equivalent, from an in­
corporated medical school considered reputable by the board, shall, 
upon the payment of a fee of twenty dollars, be examined, and if found 
qualified by four or more members, shall be registered as qualified 
physicians, and shall be entitled to certificates in testimony thereof 
signed by the chairman and secretary.
The board shall have authority under this act to investigate at any 
time the several incorporated medical schools in this commonwealth, 
for the purpose of determining their reputableness as shown by their 
general equipment, by the character, the methods, and the extent of 
instruction given therein, and the amount of preliminary education 
actually required of students admitted to matriculation. An applicant 
who fails to pass an examination satisfactory to the board, and is 
therefore refused registration, shall be entitled within one year after 
such refusal to a re-examination at a meeting of the board called for 
the examination of applicants, without the payment of an additional 
fee; but two such re-examinations shall exhaust his privilege under his 
original application. Said board, after hearing, may by unanimous 
vote revoke any certificate issued by it and cancel the registration of 
any physician who has been convicted of a felony or of any crime in 
the practice of his profession. All fees received by the board shall, 
once in each month, be paid by its secretary into the treasury of the 
commonwealth.
Section 4. The word medicine, as used in this act, shall be regarded 
as referring to that branch of science which relates to the prevention, 
cure, or alleviation of the diseases of the human body, and not in any 
case to a remedial substance, or agent. Persons shall be considered, 
irrespective of methods of practice, as practising medicine within the 
meaning of this act, who shall assume or offer to assume the respon­
sibility of determining the nature of diseases, deformities, injuries, or 
conditions, of the human body, having in view the treatment of the 
same for the purpose of cure, alleviation, or modification.
Section 5. The board shall keep a record of the names of all per­
sons registered hereunder, and of all money received and disbursed 
by it, and a duplicate thereof shall be open to inspection in the office 
of the secretary of the commonwealth. Said board shall annually, 
on or before the first day of January, make a report to the governor 
of the condition of medicine in this commonwealth, and of all its 
official acts during the preceding year and of its receipts and disburse­
ments.
Section  6. The board shall investigate all complaints of the viola­
tion of the provisions of section eight, and report the same to the 
proper prosecuting officers.
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Section 7. Examinations shall be in part practical and in part writ­
ten in the English language, and shall be of a scientific and practical 
ehaiaeter. they shall include the subjects of anatomy and histology, 
suigery, physiology and hygiene, pathology and bacteriology, obstetrics 
and gynecology, diagnosis and therapeutics, pediatries and toxicology, 
and such other subjects as the board may require. They shall be suffi­
ciently thorough to test an applicant’s fitness to practise medicine.
Section 8. Whoever, not being lawfully authorized to practise 
medicine within this commonwealth and registered as aforesaid, holds 
himself out as a practitioner of medicine, or practises or attempts to 
practise medicine in any of its branches, or whoever practises medi­
cine under a false or assumed name, or under a name other than that 
by which he is registered, or whoever personates another practitioner 
of a like or different name, shall, for each offence, be punished by a 
fine of not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, 
or by imprisonment for three months, or by both such fine and im­
prisonment. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this 
act shall not recover compensation for services rendered.
Section 9. The provisions of the preceding sections of this act shall 
not be held to discriminate against any particular school or system of 
medicine; nor to prohibit medical service in a case of emergency; nor 
to prohibit domestic service or the domestic administration of family 
remedies; nor to prohibit a phj^sician residing in a border town in 
another state and legally qualified to practise therein, from conducting 
practice in the adjoining border towns in this commonwealth, if such 
physician does not open an office or designate a place in such town or 
towns in this commonwealth where he may meet patients or receive 
calls; nor to prohibit a physician authorized to practice medicine in 
another state, from answering calls as the family physician to attend 
a person temporarily abiding in this commonwealth.
The medical practice act now in force in this Commonwealth 
is given in the Appendix.
Respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL H. CALDERWOOD. Chairman.
EDWIN B. HARVEY, Secreta ry .
WALTER P. BOWERS.
AUGUSTUS L. CHASE.
CHARLES H. COOK.
MATTHEW T. MAYES.
NATHANIEL R. PERKINS.
A P P E N D I X .

A P P E N D I X .
Law relating to the E egistration op P hysicians.
[ R e v i s e d  L a w s , Ch a p t e r  76 , Se c t io n s  1 -9 .]
Section 1. There shall be a board of registration in medicine 
consisting of seven persons, residents of this commonwealth, who 
shall be graduates of a legally chartered medical college or univer­
sity having the power to confer degrees in medicine, and who shall 
have been for ten years actively employed in the practice of their 
profession. No member of said board shall belong to the faculty 
of any medical college or university, and no more than three mem­
bers thereof shall at one time be members of any one chartered 
state medical society. One member thereof shall annually in June 
be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, for a term of seven years from the first day of July fol­
lowing.
Section 2. Said board shall hold regular meetings on the second 
Tuesday of March, July and November in each year, and addi­
tional meetings at such times and places as it may determine. At 
the regular meeting in July, it shall organize by the choice of a 
chairman and secretary who shall hold their offices for the term 
of one year. The secretary shall give a bond to the treasurer and 
receiver general in the penal sum of five thousand dollars, with 
sufficient sureties to be approved by the governor and council, for 
the faithful performance of his official duties.
Section 3. Applications for registration shall be made upon 
blanks to be furnished by the board, and shall be signed and sworn 
to by the applicants. Each applicant for registration shall furnish 
satisfactory proof that he is twenty-one years of age or over and of 
good moral character and, upon payment of a fee of twenty dollars, 
shall be examined by said board. If he is found by four or more 
members thereof to be twenty-one years of age or over, of good 
moral character and qualified, he shall be registered as a qualified 
physician and shall receive a certificate thereof signed by the chair­
man and secretary. An applicant who fails to pass an examination 
satisfactory to the board, and is therefore refused registration,
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shall be entitled within one year after such refusal to a re-exam­
ination at a meeting of the board called for the examination of 
applicants, without the payment of an additional fee; but two such 
re-examinations shall exhaust his privilege under his original appli­
cation. Said board, after hearing, may by unanimous vote revoke 
any certificate issued by it and cancel the registration of any phy­
sician who has been convicted of a felony or of any crime in the 
practice of his profession. All fees received by the board shall, 
once in each month, be paid by its secretary into the treasury of 
the commonwealth.
[Section 4.1 Each member of the board shall receive ten dollars 
for every day actually spent in the performance of his duties, and 
the necessary travelling expenses actually expended in attending 
the meetings of the board, not exceeding three cents a mile each 
way. Such compensation and the incidental and travelling expenses 
shall be approved by the board and paid by the commonwealth only 
from the fees paid over by the board.]
S e c t io n  5. The board shall keep a record of the names of all 
persons registered hereunder, and of all money received and dis­
bursed by it, and a duplicate thereof shall be open to inspection in 
the office of the secretary of the commonwealth. Said board shall 
annually, on or before the first day of January, make a report to 
the governor of the condition of medicine and surgery in this com­
monwealth, of all its official acts during the preceding year and of 
its receipts and disbursements.
S e c t io n  6. The board shall investigate all complaints of the 
violation of the provisions of section eight, and report the same to 
the proper prosecuting officers.
S e c t io n  7. Examinations shall be wholly or in part in writing 
in the English language, and shall be of a scientific and practical 
character. They shall include the subjects of anatomy, surgery, 
physiology, pathology, obstetrics, gynecology, practice of medicine 
and hygiene, and shall be sufficiently thorough to test the appli­
cant’s fitness to practise medicine.
Section 8. Whoever, not being lawfully authorized to practise 
medicine within this commonwealth and registered as aforesaid, 
holds himself out as a practitioner of medicine, or practises or 
attempts to practise medicine in any of its branches, or whoever 
practises medicine or surgery under a false or assumed name, 
or under a name other than that by which he is registered, or who­
ever personates another practitioner of a like or different name,
1 Repealed by the Acts of 1902, and fixed salaries established.
1912.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 56. 17
shall, for each offence, be punished by a fine of not less than one 
hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment 
for three months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. In  a 
case in which a provision of this or the preceding section has been 
violated, the person who committed the violation shall not recover 
compensation for services rendered.
S e c t io n  9. Ih e  provisions of the eight preceding sections shall 
not be held to discriminate against any particular school or system 
of medicine, to prohibit medical or surgical service in a case of 
emergency, or to prohibit the domestic administration of family 
remedies. They shall not apply to a commissioned medical officer 
of the United States army, navy or marine hospital service in the 
performance of his official duty; to a physician or surgeon from 
another state who is a legal practitioner in the state in which he 
resides, when in actual consultation with a legal practitioner of 
this commonwealth; to a physician or surgeon residing in another 
state and legally qualified to practise therein, whose general prac­
tice extends into the border towns of this commonwealth, if such 
physician does not open an office or designate a place in such towns 
where he may meet patients or receive calls; to a physician author­
ized to practise medicine in another state, when he is called as the 
family physician to attend a person temporarily abiding in this 
commonwealth; nor to registered pharmacists in prescribing gratui­
tously, [osteopathists,1] pharmacists, clairvoyants, or persons prac­
tising hypnotism, magnetic healing, mind cure, massage, Christian 
science or cosmopathic method of healing, if they do not violate 
any of the provisions of section eight.
1 Repealed by Chapter 526, Acts of 1909.

